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MCH INSULATION SPECIFICATIONS

A. Purpose of this Document
This document defines both MCH’s and contractor’s responsibilities as they relate to the insulation phase of construction. It is intended as a checklist that will define MCH’s standard of quality and professionalism. The insulation contractor’s work will not be considered complete until all specifications contained herein are fully met.

B. Relationship to other Documents
Additional information and/or requirements regarding Insulation Contractor may be defined in the following documents. In no case shall the Insulation Contractor proceed with the contractor’s work without MCH consent if the contractor believes that conflicts exist between these phase specifications and the following documents:
1. MCH Master Subcontractor Agreement
2. MCH Insulation Spec Checklist
3. MCH Safety Violation Form
4. Architectural & Structural Plans
5. Energy / Insulation Requirements or REScheck Documentation
6. Applicable Building Codes and Manufacturer Specifications

C. Safety Requirements, General
1. Insulation Contractor is required to have a competent person that is able to verbally communicate with MCH Project Manager on site at all times. A competent person is one that can identify safety hazards and has the authority to stop work until known hazards have been eliminated before proceeding.
2. Contractor’s employees and contractors must adhere to all Federal and State Occupational Safety & Health (OSHA) Regulations.
3. All accidents and injuries must be immediately reported to the MCH Director of Construction.
4. Any and all penalties assessed against MCH due to safety violations of Insulation Contractor shall be the liability of the Insulation Contractor and subject to reimbursement and possible additional fines from MCH. MCH may issue verbal and/or written warnings, with fines, for safety violations that MCH employees identify on its job sites.
5. If a safety device must be removed, the contractor must take immediate remedial measures to protect all workers from the hazard. The devices must be replaced as soon as the work is completed or a permanent safety device has replaced it.
D. Safety Requirements, Specific
1. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) must be worn as applicable and required at all times while on MCH job sites.
A. Respirators must be worn when installing spray foam insulation
B. Safety glasses/goggles are to be worn during installation
C. Proper work boots are to be worn at all times
D. Gloves are to be worn when handling insulation materials
E. Protective suits or coverings shall be worn when applying spray foam
2. Fall protection will be a daily responsibility and priority for the Insulation Contractor. Any work performed 6’ or more above grade shall require fall protection. Any removed safety systems must be immediately reinstalled.
3. Insulation Contractor may only construct and use OSHA-approved scaffolding.
E. Warranty in Labor and Materials
The contractor shall guarantee workmanship and materials provided by the contractor to be free of defects and deficiencies for a minimum period of one (1) year. If any part of the work is found to be incomplete, incorrect, deficient, or causes damage to other work, the contractor will be responsible for all associated material and labor costs.

F. Specifications, General
Construction must be completed in conformance with all specifications contained herein. The Insulation Contractor is expected to supply all labor, materials, tools, and equipment necessary to complete the work in accordance with applicable building codes, manufacturer specifications, and MCH standards.
Responsibilities include the following at a minimum:
· Review all project drawings, energy requirements, and specifications prior to installation
· Verify all insulation locations, assemblies, and required R-values with MCH Project Manager
· Confirm all prerequisite work is complete (framing, rough-ins, inspections) prior to installation
· Coordinate with other trades to maintain project schedule and workflow
· Confirm all substrates are dry, clean, and suitable for insulation installation
· Adhere to all MCH jobsite rules and regulations including:
· Follow posted working hours
· No food or drink permitted inside the home
· Maintain daily jobsite cleanliness:
· House to be broom swept
· Trash to be removed daily and placed in designated dumpster
G. Specifications, Detailed
Code Compliance & Required R-Values
All insulation shall meet or exceed requirements set forth by Sussex County Building Code and IECC Climate Zone 4 standards. Contractor is responsible for verifying all requirements prior to installation.
Minimum R-Values (Climate Zone 4):
· Ceilings / Attic: R-49
· Cathedral Ceilings: R-38 minimum (or per assembly requirements)
· Exterior Walls: R-20 cavity OR R-13 + R-5 continuous
· Floors over unconditioned spaces: R-30
· Basement Walls: R-15 continuous or R-19 cavity
· Crawl Space Walls: R-15 continuous or R-19 cavity
· Slab Edge (if applicable): R-10 (2 ft depth typical)
Air Sealing
· Insulation Contractor is fully responsible for complete air sealing of the structure
· Seal all penetrations including plumbing, electrical, and HVAC
· Seal all top plates, bottom plates, and framing joints
· Seal around all windows and doors
Rooflines & Band Boards
· All rooflines and band boards shall be insulated using open cell spray foam unless otherwise specified
· Ensure full cavity fill and continuous air barrier
Exterior Walls
· Contractor shall provide installation per approved scope:
· Batt insulation OR
· Spray foam insulation
· Insulation must be installed without gaps, voids, or compression
Interior Walls
· All interior walls shall receive R-11 batt insulation unless otherwise noted
· Acoustic batt or mineral wool insulation shall be installed where specified or requested
Floors Over Unconditioned Spaces
· All floors above garages or non-conditioned spaces shall be insulated to minimum R-30
· Spray foam shall be used unless otherwise approved
· Ensure full coverage and proper air sealing
Ductwork Insulation
· Apply minimum 2” closed cell spray foam insulation to all hard ductwork where specified
· Coverage must be continuous and uniform
Fireplaces & Chimney Areas
· Install insulation at fireplace and chimney framing areas as permitted
· Maintain all required clearances to combustible materials
Draft Stopping & Fire Blocking
· Contractor is responsible for installation of all required draft stopping and fire blocking
· Installation shall comply with all applicable code requirements
Flood Zone Requirements
· Any insulation installed below Base Flood Elevation shall consist of:
· Minimum 2” closed cell spray foam
· Materials must be moisture-resistant and compliant with flood zone requirements
Installation Quality
· Batt insulation shall not be compressed, gapped, or improperly cut
· Spray foam shall be applied uniformly and to required thickness
· All work shall be clean, consistent, and professional in appearance
H. Construction in Inclement Weather
It is the responsibility of the contractor to protect all materials and installed work from damage due to weather conditions. Insulation shall not be installed on wet substrates or in conditions that may negatively affect adhesion or performance.
I. Clean-Up & Damage
Contractor shall maintain a clean and orderly jobsite at all times.
· Daily removal of debris and excess materials
· Protection of completed work and adjacent finishes
· Any damage caused by the Insulation Contractor shall be repaired at contractor’s expense
J. Responsibilities
MCH Responsibilities
· To supply timely and accurate project information
· Provide supervision through the MCH Project Manager
· Provide:
· Architectural & Structural Plans
· Energy / Insulation requirements
· Provide site access and jobsite coordination
· Notify contractor of any changes
· Perform final insulation quality inspection
Insulation Contractor Responsibilities
· Protect all work, property, and adjacent areas
· Comply with all OSHA regulations
· Verify all installation requirements prior to proceeding
· Meet MCH construction schedule
· Complete and submit Insulation Checklist with invoice
· Provide all necessary equipment and materials
· Respond to punch list items within 24 hours
· Submit and obtain approval for any additional work prior to execution
· Clean up all debris and broom sweep the job site everyday 
· Perform a final insulation quality inspection 



 Dustin Burkett 
Director of Construction 
302.217.2577
Dustin@marniehomes.com
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